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( The Problem was with the Bear! ) 
 

Almost Without Exception, Bible Commentaries Identify the Four Beasts of Daniel 7 

as being a Reiteration of those in Daniel 2.   The True Identity of those in  

Daniel 7 are Even More Revealing, When Correctly Understood!   
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Few books of the Bible are as incredibly specific in 

their portrayal of future events, especially those in-

volving world affairs.  Bible students of nearly all 

persuasions are generally familiar with Daniel’s 

God-given interpretation of Nebuchadnezzar’s 

dream, that from his time onward, there would be 

four world ruling Empires, extending down to the 

end-time.  Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greco-Mace-

donia and Rome, with the latter experiencing seven 

successive restorations. 
 

Daniel was given understanding of the specific 

meaning of the King’s dream in Daniel 2.  But in 

his own night vision of chapter 7, Daniel did NOT 

understand, and remained alarmed of its facts.  If, 

in fact, these two were two views of the same 

historical progression, one would think Daniel 

would be the first to realize it.  He didn’t!  Daniel 

remained profoundly troubled with what he’d seen, 

even after having it explained to him, angelically. 

(7:28)  This strongly suggests we are not looking at 

two visions relating the same exact scenario. 
 

However, by the ten horns on the seventh head ref-

erences, we can see that these two lead to the same 

end summation, but from different prophetic paths. 

(Compare Daniel 7:19-24 to Revelation 13:1) 
 

Daniel’s vision came 60 years after Nebuchadnez-

zar’s dream.  Daniel 2 is oriented from the begin-

ning, Daniel’s personal dream is end-time oriented, 

showing those final world empires dominating the 

world scene leading up to the very end.  The basic 

picture in Daniel 7 is a detailed exposé of the ten 

toes era in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream of Daniel 2.      
 

Daniel’s vision (v.19) incorporates certain aspects 

of Daniel 2’s 3rd and 4th beasts: Iron teeth of Rome, 

(a brutal governmental regime) and brass claws of 

Greece, (a world influencing culture). (Even our 

modern western society exhibits Greco-Roman 

attributes.  The Roman influence: Government and 

Religion; the Greek influence: Democratic tenden-

cies and intellectual and philosophical orientation.) 
 

No specific scripture establishes the certainty of the 

four empires of Daniel 2 corresponding to the four 

beasts of Daniel 7, though the ‘ten horns’ on the 

Beast of Daniel 7 are the same as in Revelation 13. 

It is this final ‘restoration’ that evokes the most 

fascination, the one having ‘ten horns’, which a 

few correctly recognize as corresponding to those 

‘ten toes’ on the feet of the Great Image in Daniel 2. 
 

As a side note, we should notice that the prophetic 

progression in Daniel 2 is from the top down, with 

the ten toes being presented last. In Daniel 7, it 

focuses on the ‘ten horns’, which represent the ‘ten 

crowns’ (kingships), which surrender their national 

sovereignties to form the final (seventh) restoration 

of Rome, which is the fourth beast of Daniel 2. 
 

What has escaped the notice of most scholars is the 

fact that in Daniel 2, the four world empires are 

historically successive, where in Daniel 7, the three 

empires and their ten emergent kings are contem-

poraries of one another, who deliberately and wil-

lingly co-operate to meld into and thus create the 

final Fourth Beast!  This is essential to understand 

what’s being presented to us in Daniel chapter 7.  
 

As a further side-note, we see the three beasts in 

Daniel 7 mentioned in the correct order of their for-

mation, where the reiteration or reflection in Reve-

lation 13 lists the same entities in retrospect.  The 

most recent empire first, the oldest last.  A reverse 

order, viewed from the modern perspective. 

 

Successors or Contemporaries? 
 

What has complicated our understanding of these 

incredibly explicit prophesies is the premise that 
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the ‘beasts’ in Daniel 7 are sequential, as they are 

in chapter 2, and that the ten kings (horns) are also 

sequential, when they are not!  Though the seven 

heads comprising the fourth stage of Nebuchadnez-

zar’s Image are sequential, these ten kings on the 

seventh head are not sequential.  If the ten kings 

were sequential, as some explanations pose, with 

the first being gone before the second came to 

power, and the second becoming passé before the 

third, etc, etc, then HOW could these ten co-

operate to enhance the Great BEAST of Daniel 7 

and Revelation 13?  How could they come to 

HATE the BEAST and the Great WHORE at the 

time of the end, and work God’s WILL and 

DESTROY both it and her, just as Christ returns?  

Obviously, these ten kings must be viable 

contemporary powers at the end-time!  Further, we 

see these ten existing for a ‘season and a time’ 

after the demise of the BEAST! (Daniel 7:12)  To 

do that, they must exist concurrently! 
 

We see three of the ten ‘suppressed’ in some man-

ner only after the ‘Harlot’ arises to a position of 

influence upon the Beast, yet we see the ten 

ultimately surviving her demise.  (Rev. 17:16) 
 

How could the ‘little horn’ arising after the ten 

kings become the ‘eighth’ after she suppresses 

three, if the ten were successive.  If each faded into 

history in succession, why wouldn’t she remain the 

‘eleventh’ for all time, rather than move into 

‘eighth’ position once ten are reduced to seven? 
 

The ‘toes’ (it doesn’t say ten toes) on the feet of 

Nebuchadnezzar’s dream Image are side by side, 

not one in line after the other.  All of these 

considerations illustrate the fact that the ten in each 

representation are contemporaries, not successors!  

So then, under any explanation that requires the 

three beasts or the ten kings be successive, we are 

led away from their ultimate identifications. 
 

Ten Toes / Ten Kings 
 

One thing the Image in Daniel 2 has in common 

with the vision in Daniel 7 is these ‘ten’.  The ten 

‘toes’ of Daniel 2 are the ten ‘horns’ (kings) of 

Daniel 7.  This detail is a clue to the point of these 

two different narratives.  That BOTH are leading 

up to the ultimate end-time BEAST Power, but 

from different points of view.  Daniel 2 represents 

the entire stripe of history from Daniel’s time to the 

present.  The four consecutive or successive world 

empires: Babylon, Persia, Greece then Rome.  

Daniel 7’s exposé focuses on those world powers 

existing at the time of the end, which consensually 

merge into and form the seventh head of the fourth 

world empire of the Daniel 2 image.  The seventh 

head of the Roman Empire, which Daniel 7:7 

alludes to as having a Greco-Roman characteristic! 

The God-given interpretation in Daniel 2:44 abso-

lutely confirms the ten toes / ten kings correlation! 
 

Three Plus One is not Always Four! 
 

It is convenient to surmise that the four image 

components in Daniel 2 are the same four as we 

see in Daniel 7.  Some deduce, if there are four in 

one place and four in the other, then the first four 

must be the identical four we see in the second 

narrative.  Only, these ‘four’ in Daniel 7 are three 

beasts which merge to become the fourth!  This is 

not the pattern or picture we see in Daniel 2.  That 

is especially important to notice.  Convenient to the 

deduction that they are the same is the component 

number four in the third beast of Daniel 7 and the 

four divisions of the third stage of the Daniel 2 

image.  Despite this similarity, Greece is not the 

only empire that involved the number four.  We 

should not let this oblique detail obscure the 

obvious, that being, that one narrative describes a 

consecutive series of empires, while the other 

describes a contemporary set of three empires. 

Babylon, Persia and Greece did not merge to be-

come Rome!  The Lion, Bear and Leopard of 

Daniel 7 DO merge to become the seventh and 

final head of the restored Holy Roman Empire, that 

is to be destroyed at Christ’s Second Coming! 

 

Broad View / Narrow View 

 

The key to understanding the point of these two 

descriptive narratives is that the Daniel 2 image 

represents the long course of history from Babylon 

to the present time, while the narrative of Daniel 7 

amplifies the picture of the final world empires that 

exist on earth in these last days!  Daniel 7 shows us 

the three contemporary powers existing at the end-

time, and their participation in forming the final 

BEAST of mankind’s last autonomous government 

and religious expression.  
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It will not be a pleasant time, especially for God’s 

True Saints, though both Daniel 7 and Revelation 

13 repeatedly emphasize the Christian Hope! 
 

The Problem Was the Bear 
 

Through most of the twentieth century, a situation 

existed that caused people to dismiss the obvious. 

After all, how could ‘the Bear’ that we know ever 

become a component in this nationalistic/religious 

end-time BEAST?  The ‘Bear’ we in the twentieth 

century knew was the old Soviet Union. That bear, 

being reclusive, totalitarian and deliberately atheis-

tic would not fit into the scene as we would have 

conceived it!  At least, not since 1917 through to 

the early 1990’s.  Then, the unbelievable happened.  

The Union of Soviet Socialist Republics collapsed! 
 

Daniel 7 reveals three beasts.  These three are seen 
as combining themselves, involving their ten kings 
for legitimacy, into an Ultimate Super BEAST, 
which would stand, unchallengeable, and trample 
on the rest of the world.  These three are character-
ized symbolically by a lion, a bear and a leopard. 
Daniel saw these vividly in vision.  He was given a 
glimpse into the future world scene, the end-time, 
which we recognize as being the world of our day.  
Revelation 13 and 17 adds more to the picture, 
offering a review of the same basic situation. 
 

Who are these beasts?  What powers do they repre-
sent?  Much of what Daniel wrote was kept con-
cealed until the end. Does that mean we today can 
and should understand them?   If these characteri-
zations represent modern nations, shouldn’t we be 
able to match them with their modern counterparts?  
 

If we were to ask ourselves, who are the major 
powers, the empires of the modern era, which ones 
would we name?  Who dominated the world as we 
know it in, say, the last century?   The list would be 
fairly short.  Likely, we would include the United 
States, Britain, Russia, Germany and Japan.  But 
the prophecy isn’t intended to include all nations of 
importance, only those who would coalesce into 
the Ultimate BEAST.  That would suggest a certain 
contiguity and commonality, a single race, a com-
patible cultures and a single creed.  That would ex-
clude the first and the last of these ‘nominations’. 
 

We always identified Germany as being the major 
entity within the BEAST Power, we just couldn’t 
identify her cohorts with certainty.  

In fact, there is a commonality in the middle three,  

that might not be so apparent to someone who grew  

up in the late twentieth century.  The royal families 

of Germany and Russia (not the Soviet Union) 

were, prior to World War I, children of Queen 

Victoria of Britain!  Racially, these peoples are of 

similar stock.  The Saxons of eastern Europe, par-

ticularly middle Europe: (Germany), who a mil-

lennium earlier had pressed into Britain, as well as 

the ‘White Russians’, were of similar racial stock. 
 

Not only that, but each of these nations were also 

“Empires”: The British Empire, the Russian 

Empire and the German Empire.  These came into 

prominence in that order.  Not entirely coinciden-

tally, these were also represented by the Lion, the 

Bear and the Panther.1  What is particularly 

fascinating is the fact that Daniel saw these visual 

representations in the order of their ascent.  John 

did also, but in reverse order. 
 

The Standing Lion 
 

First, we’re introduced to a Lion, one that had 

‘eagles wings’ plucked off of it.  One that was at 

some point in time given the heart of a man. 2  It is 

noteworthy that the most famous of England’s 

early kings was Richard the Lion-Hearted.  This 

characteristic was apparently later overturned.  In 

other words, it became much more humanitarian, 

concerned with human rights, bequeathing that new 

characteristic to its colonies.  The Bill of Rights of 

the U.S. being one notable example, having its 

ultimate origin in the Magna Charta of 1215.   
 

Prominent in British heraldry is the lion, not only 

the lion, but a standing lion.  The wings of an eagle 

are presented as having been ‘plucked’ off, not 

without force.  The eagles wings seem to have dis-

appeared from British heraldry with Elizabeth I.  It 

was under James I (of Scotland) that the Puritans 

sailed for America, being fully ‘plucked off’ in 

1776.  It was also under James I that we got the 

King James Bible, further ‘changing the heart’ of 

this Empire.   

 
1  Panthers, Jaguars and Cougars are all Leopards.  What 

Daniel named a Leopard, we today might calla Panther. 
2  “The first was like a lion, and had eagles wings: I beheld 

til the wings thereof were plucked, and it was lifted up from 

the earth, and made stand upon the feet as a man, and a 

man’s heart was given to it.”  Daniel 7:4 
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If the eagle’s wings being removed represents the  

Americans gaining their independence, and if the 

Magna Charta suggests the point in time when 

England became changed in character, then the 

British Empire would be the prime candidate for 

being the “Standing Lion”.  JF&B Commentary on 

this passage says, ‘standing’ suggests an awareness 

of a higher destiny! 
 

The Leaning Bear 
 

The second of Daniel’s empires resembled a Bear.3 

A bear that stood up, but on one side, having three 

ribs in its mouth, an early representation of its 

nature, a devourer of much flesh.  (‘They’ said, 

‘Arise, devour much flesh’, not God!) What nation 

ever devoured more flesh than did Russia?  Even 

before the Stalin era, under whom some 50 million 

died, Russia was known for being particularly brutal 

to its own peoples. 4  No nation in history ever 

murdered so many of its own peoples!  The leaning 

to one side may refer to being ‘leftist’ in its political 

stance.  Of course, in today’s world, Russia is rep-

resented as being “the Bear”!  Even secular 

Russian poets and historians, unaware of this 

prophecy, lamented the fact of their nation’s lethal 

brutality upon even its own peoples.5  Russia has 

been ruled by the cruelest tyrants the world has 

ever known! 
 

One of its early acts was to ‘devour’ three small 

nations on its western side: Estonia, Latvia and 

Lithuania.  Another possible explanation of this 

could be the Russian ‘annexation’ of three narrow 

strips (ribs) of land on its left side from Poland 

under Catherine the Great, in 1772, 1793 and 1795. 

 
3  “And behold another beast, a second, like to a bear, and it 

raised up itself on one side, and it had three ribs in the 

mouth of it between the teeth of it: and they said thus unto it, 

Arise, devour much flesh.”  Daniel 7:5 
 

4  “As many as 100 million died under Communist tyrannies 

around the world since 1917”, according to Prime Minister 

Victor Orban of Hungary.  (Parade Magazine, 3/3/02) 
 

5  In a poem in 1963, Yevgeny Yevtushenko wrote of his 

homeland: “She was christened in childhood with a lash, torn 

to pieces, scorched, Her soul was trampled by the feet, inflict-

ing blow upon blow, of Pechenegs, Varangians, Tartars, and 

our own people—much more terrible than the Tartars.” 19th 

century revolutionary, Alexander Herzen, wrote of Catherine 

the Great’s Winter Palace:  “Like a ship floating on the 

surface, it had no real connection with the inhabitants of the 

ocean, beyond that of eating them.”  (Nat .Geographic, 9/98) 

We could not have explicitly understood or even 

have conceived of the identities of one of these 

three end-time component empires, prior to the 

collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991.  It was 

logical that the religious world saw it the way they 

did previously.  But world conditions call for a 

review of the matter, now that we have a better 

picture, on account of these recent developments.  

We now see through a glass much less darkly! 
 

The Leopard. 
 

The third and final “Empire” of the twentieth 

century is the German Empire.  It’s interesting that 

Hitler’s Germany was known as the ‘Third Reich’! 

Daniel saw an Empire that he characterized as a 

Leopard.  If it were all black, we’d know it as a 

“Panther”.  By this time, we’d have to be struck 

by the apparent co-incidence at least, that Germany 

often symbolically used leopard-type cats, 6  those 

exhibiting stealth, speed and one likely to pounce 

suddenly from above.7  This empire’s military was 

well known for its Panzer divisions.  A Panther (of 

the same specie as the leopard) is an especially 

predatory cat, but less powerful than a lion. Today’s 

latest German tank is called the “Leopard”.   
 

But it’s the four wings and four heads that are par-

ticularly curious.  If we apply the ‘four heads’ 

consistently with Daniel’s imagery, of a head being 

a restoration to power, then we see an Empire that 

faded and more than once was restored to power in 

its history.  Interesting that four of the ‘restorations’ 

of the Holy Roman Empire were based in the 

territory that is today’s Germany: Charlemagne, 

Otto I, the Hapsburgs and Hitler.   
 

But the ‘four wings’ are also a visually notable 

characteristic.  This area of central Europe is well 

known in history as displaying the iron cross, or a 

later derivative, formed of four radiating bent 

‘winged-shaped’ blades, the swastika!  The symbol 

of this empire at her zenith of power, that was 

struck a seeming final death blow in 1945. 8    

 
6  Ancient Aryan territories referred to leopards as ‘panthers’! 
 

7  “After this I beheld, and lo another, like a leopard, which 

had upon the back of it four wings of a fowl; the beast had 

also four heads; and dominion was given to it.”  Daniel 7:7 
 

8  “And I saw one of his heads as it were wounded to death; 

and his deadly wound was healed: and all the world 

wondered after the beast.”    Revelation 13:3 



- 5 - 

How would Daniel describe one of these symbols?  

Now, this recurrence of the number four causes 

some to associate this vision with Alexander the 

Great, (the third segment of Nebuchadnezzar’s 

Great Image) whose empire was divided among his 

four generals, following his untimely death.  But we 

ought to also remember that Germany was divided 

among the four conquering nations in 1945: Russia, 

the United States, Britain and France. Berlin had its 

four sectors. Germany was originally formed of four 

major Germanic tribes: Angles, Saxons, Alemans 

and Franks.  Before the turn of the century, as it 

was approaching Empire status, there were four 

prominent German states: Prussia, Bavaria, Saxony 

and Wurttemberg.  These possibilities in addition 

to the four ‘restorations’ mentioned two paragraphs 

above,  show Alexander did not have an exclusive 

on the association with the number four. 
 

Three Modern Empires 
 

Do these three Empires of Daniel’s vision, that he, 

by the way, did not understand the meaning of 

(though he did understand Nebuchadnezzar’s 

dream), possibly fit this picture? 
 

Here we have identified the three Empires, sharing 

a similar ethnicity and culture, sharing a common 

religious persuasion, sharing, at least in the late 

nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, members 

of the same royal family.  Why would it be prepos-

terous to suggest that these three, under extreme 

duress of a chaotic, terrorized, war-ravaged and 

economically-threatened world, would see political 

unity, under the auspices of the Church of Rome, as 

being a prudent survival arrangement?  Especially 

in a world where that ‘eagles wings’ nation is 

unable to respond to its own defense challenges, 

possibly accounting to its dire economic situation. 
 

But, so long as the Bear remained locked in athes-

tic totalitarian state, this was inconceivable to us.   
 

The problem was with the Bear! 
 

Few are aware that Russia, prior to the revolution, 

regarded itself as the continuation of the religious 

tradition of the eastern Roman Empire: Byzantium.  

The Russian Tsar, (‘Caesar’, a title first used in 

Russia under Ivan III ) originally laid claim as rep-

resenting the eastern ‘leg’ of the Roman Empire. 

Moscow was the religious successor to Byzantium 

(Constantinople) after its fall.  The Russian Ortho-

dox Church is effectively Greek Orthodox, thus 

explaining the widespread Byzantine character in 

its iconography and architecture.   
 

A Most Astounding Vision. 
 

The details in Daniel’s writings, especially those of 

chapter 2 and chapters 8 and 11, are so intricately 

specific, that scholars have insisted that they had to 

have been written contemporaneously with the 

events as they happened, or later.  Here in chapter 

7, we have a vision, that Daniel didn’t understand, 

and that the world hasn’t understood until this 

generation, that identifies the three major world 

Empires of the twentieth century.  Not only these, 

specific three, but that there would be another 

world power, represented by ‘eagles wings’, and 

correctly identifying which European Empire it 

would be ‘plucked’ from!! 
 

Did Daniel, 2500 years in advance, see the three 

world Empires that would come into prominence in 

the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, even seeing 

and describing their heraldry or common symbolic 

representations, seeing in advance their national 

characteristics, their flaws and virtues?  Not only 

that, but that there would be among these three a 

continuing behind-the-scenes Religious Power, 

who would be an influence in each of the seven 

‘heads’ of the described Holy Roman restorations. 
 

Now, here’s the ultimate question: Will these three, 

with their kings, (whether literal kings or heads of 

state) merge into one ‘Super State’ in the end-time?  

This will be the ultimate PROOF. 
 

Even if not, it remains astounding that the elder 

statesman / prophet Daniel, the second man in the 

most powerful nation of his day, in Babylon, would 

look 2500 years into the future and describe three 

end-time world powers, and only three, yet allud-

ing to two others, one externally involved and one 

religiously involved with these three, that just 

happen to correspond to the Empires that domin-

ated our world in this century.  Three Empires that 

also happened to share the same royal lineage! 
 

Explain this, please!  We have something very 

profound to ponder.  The following illustrations 

present the scriptures of these three chapters, with 

pertinent comments.                                             
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Library of Nations: Soviet Union  (Time-Life Books)  1984 

 

The BEAR having three ribs in its mouth, which is described also 

as “devouring much flesh” (including its own peoples on a massive 

scale) fully meets the description of Daniel 7.  On two occasions 

Russia “annexed” three ribs of territory on its western flanks: 

Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania in the early 1900’s.   

Prior to that, it annexed three narrow strips of land (see map above) 

during the reign of Catherine the Great in the late 1700’s. 

Those who correlate this beast with ancient Medo-Persia (the 

second segment of Nebuchadnezzar’s Image) have little of 

substance to offer in support of such association.  Persia was only 

slightly “inferior” to Babylon (the head of gold) and nowhere 

comparable to the murders and brutality of Imperial Rome. 


